Rough Guide to Assessment

For protessionals in children’s services

Assessment is the continuous process tor understanding what is happening to a child
and their tamily, which then informs decisions about action to be taken or services to

be provided.

Assessments underpin the planning process. Without good assessment, subsequent
decisions, plans and interventions will be tlawed, which could lead to catastrophic

why | what

consequnces for the child and tamily.

Assessment Process:

/ Planning an assessment \

Judgement forming and
decision making
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of information

Gathering information
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Planning an assessment: Gatherning information: Analysis and making Judgement forming and

Determine what you need to The gathering of information in sense of information: decision mqking:
know and how you intend to the assessment process is vital.  Assessment goes beyond Gathered, evaluated, and
obtain the information. As a practitioner you need to collecting disputed ‘facts’; it analysed information leads to
Key guestions and considerations: know where to collect, what to  involves analysing information  judgments and decisions in the
e What are you assessing? collect, how to filter, and how to  and using this to guide assessment process, atfecting
e Who will be involved? verity information. Case tiles and practitioners in decision-making children and families signiticantly.
Families, agencies, agency records are primary and referrals. Analysis turns Quick judgments may be
community? sources, demanding careful information into knowledge of a necessary in urgent situations, but
e How will you engage the scrutiny. Additional sources child’s lite. It allows us to they should be considerea
child, tamily and significant include the child, tamily, friends, question, identify biases, note  tentative and subject to revision
others? neighbours, and professionals. It's similarities, verity, check as more information emerges.
e How will you involve other crucial to verity, clarity, and conflicts, establish relationships, Good practice involves recording,
practitioners? gather comprehensive and identity themes. communicating, and establishing
e How will you gather and information. Colour-coding chronologies can clear links between information,
record the information you aid in assessing and revealing  analysis, judgments, and
need? Remember: patterns in a family’s service decisions. Ensuring clarity and
e Which strategies will you use e Keep it relevant history. This analytical process  understanding in the rationale for
to support involvement? e Know the ditfference between turns information into judgments and decisions is
e Which order will you involve fact and opinion understanding, facilitating essential.
services and significant e Be unambiguous informed decisions in children's
people’ e Be thorough weltare. Hartlepool & Stockton-on-Tees (@)
e When will information be e Be neutral ® lees : SAFEGUARDING @ e
( Safeguarding CHILDREN ?’
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't ensures the child remains central.

It uses full, relevant and accurate information.

't examines the interaction between historical tacts and the present situation.
't recognises the importance ot a chronology and a good understanding of the tfamily’s history.
't makes good use of information tfrom a range of sources.

't identities needs, risks and protective factors.

't includes ettective analysis.

It is fransparent.

't avoids jumping to conclusions.

It is timely.

It is based on a clear picture of what lite is like tor a particular child.

It critically reviews the evidence for judgements made.
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